
Science Court
LIVING, DEAD, NONLIVING
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PART 1: Is the Chicken Bone Dead? 
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Q1 What does it mean to classify something? 

Answer: 
When you classify 
something, you put it 
into a group of things 
that share similar 
characteristics.

http://www.troyareasd.org/cms/lib04/PA01001343/Centricity/Domain/248/Organisms.gif
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Q2 What are at least four characteristics of all living things? 

Answer: 
All living things:
• Take in nutrients (eat).
• Take in and give off gases. 

(We breathe.)

• Give off waste.
• Grow.
• Reproduce.
• Move in some way.
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Q3 What are all living things made of? 

Answer: All living things are made of cells.
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http://www.3dartistonline.com/users/395/thm1024/amoeba.jpg

An amoeba eating a paramecium.
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Q4 What is an organism? 

Answer: 
An organism is a 
living thing that 
can live on its 
own.
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Q5 What are three examples of living organisms? 

Answer: 
Here are more than three 
examples of living 
organisms: a dog, a shark, 
an ant, a rose, an oak tree, 
a tadpole, a person, and 
even bacteria.
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Q6 Is the leaf on a tree alive? 
And what about when the leaf falls from the tree?

Answer: 
A leaf on a tree is 
alive, but once it 
falls off the tree it 
dies.
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PART 2: Are the Eggs Dead? 
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Q1 What are two characteristics of dead things? 

Answer: 
1. Dead things have 

to have been alive 
once. 

2. Dead things don’t 
show all of the 
characteristics of 
living things. 
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Q 2  Do the brine shrimp eggs show any 
characteristics of living things? 

Answer: Right now, 
the eggs don’t show 
any of the 
characteristics of 
living things. But 
under certain 
conditions they might. 
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Q3 What does it mean to have the potential for life? 

Answer: Having the potential for life 
means that under the right conditions 
something can begin to show all the 
characteristics of a living thing. 
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Q4 What conditions are needed to hatch brine shrimp? 

Answer: 
1. Brine shrimp need 

water, salt, and the 
right temperature 
to hatch. 

2. To grow up, they 
will also need 
food. 
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Q5 What are three examples of things that have the 
potential for life? 

Answer: Seeds, eggs, nuts, and even a 
carrot will all exhibit the characteristics 
of living things under the right 
conditions. 

14141414



15

Q6 Do you think a hard-boiled egg has the potential 
for life? 

Answer: No, 
a hard-boiled 
egg cannot 
hatch and 
grow. 
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PART 3: Is the Wallet Dead? 



17

Answer: Here are 
a bunch of 
examples: rocks, 
paper, cars, oxygen, 
plastic, glass, steel, 
soda cans, pens, 
lemonade, watches, 
and computers. 

Q1 What are three examples of nonliving things? 
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Q2 How can living or dead things become nonliving 
things? 

Answer: When living or dead things go 
through a process they can become 
nonliving things. 
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Answer: Leather 
shoes, lemonade, 
and paper are all 
examples of 
nonliving things 
that were once part 
of living things.

Q3 Give three examples of nonliving things that 
were once living. 
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Q4 You find a snakeskin left in the grass. Is it 
living, dead, or nonliving? 

Answer: The 
snakeskin was part 
of a living snake, 
but it doesn’t have 
the characteristics 
of something alive 
now. So I would 
classify it as dead. 
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Q5 How do you tell the difference 
between a dead thing and a nonliving 

thing?
 
Answer: Dead things used to be living 
things. Nonliving things were never 
alive. Or, if they were, they went through 
a process to become nonliving things. 
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Answer: The paper came from a living 
tree. But the tree went through a process 
that changed it into paper. The paper, 
then, is nonliving. 

Q6 Why is a piece of 
paper considered 

nonliving? 


